
Drug consumption and costs of the glaucoma 

therapy in the Republic of Serbia

Glaucoma is the leading cause of blindness worldwide and it is 

estimated that more than 70 million people suffer from this 

disease. The main goal of glaucoma therapy is to preserve 

sufficient visual function and the patient's quality of life. 

Drug therapy is the main type of glaucoma treatment because it 

is effective, safe, practical, cheap and most of them are 

prescribed in the form of drops for local use.
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1. Introduction

3. Results

4. Conclusion

The annual consumption of all antiglaucoma drugs in the

Republic of Serbia in the period from 2015-2020 is presented on

the Table 1. As for drugs that are not in fixed combinations,

the highest consumption was of drug from the group of

prostaglandin analogues (latanoprost), followed by drug from

the group of beta blockers (timolol). In the other hand,

betaxolol consumption was lowest, as well as brimonidine (10 ml

bottle) and pilocarpine.

The most frequently used fixed combination of drugs was

timolol-dorzolamide, while the least used were timolol-

brimonidine and brimonidine-brinzolamide.

Based on a review of the costs of antiglaucoma drug therapy per

patient on a monthly and annual basis in the Republic of Serbia

over a five-year period (Table 2), it can be seen that

latanoprost is the drug with the lowest price for monthly and

annual therapy. In addition, timolol also had a lower price

compared to other drugs in glaucoma therapy. The price of the

monthly therapy of the fixed combination of timolol-dorzolamide

as well as the combination of timolol-latanoprost was lower

than the price of the monthly therapy of other drug

combinations (Table 2).

The research is based on a retrospective analysis of data for 

the period from 2015 to 2020, which were collected from the 

official websites of the Agency for Medicines and Medical 

Devices of Serbia and the Institute for Public Health of Serbia 

"Dr. Milan Jovanović Batut" for examining the consumption and 

costs of medicines in the Republic of Serbia.

2. Methods

Table 1. Annual consumption of drugs in glaucoma therapy in the 

Republic of Serbia in the period 2015-2020.

Table 2. Costs of antiglaucoma therapy per patient 

on a monthly and annual basis in the Republic of 

Serbia in the period 2015-2020.

DDD- Defined daily dose; MDC- Monthly drug consumption; P-Package;

MT- Monthly treatment; AT- Annually treatment

Data showed that latanoprost had the highest consumption, followed by timolol and the timolol-dorzolamide combination. Timolol

was the most affordable, and drug prices generally decreased from 2015 to 2020. The biggest consumption drop occurred for 

pilocarpine.


